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“Managing the Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic on the System of Education” 

Organized by 
Centre for Educational Research - Madurai Kamaraj University 

on 9th  & 10th July, 2021 
 

Report of the National Webinar 
 

The world is facing a crisis today due to the Coronavirus Covid 19 pandemic. 

Almost all nations have been affected due to the direct and the indirect effects of the 

virus and lives of millions of people have been changed, in many cases almost 

irrecoverably. Under these circumstances government imposed nation wise lockdown 

on March 25th, 2020 to combat COVID-19, has made severe impact on the education 

system. India has the world’s second largest school system, after China. According 

to UNESCO, 63 million teachers were affected in 165 countries. A total of 1.3 billion 

learners around the world were not able to attend schools or universities, and 

approximately 320 million learners are affected in India alone. It has changed the 

traditional education system to the educational technologies model in which teaching 

and assessments are conducted online. Both the positive and negative impacts of 

COVID-19 on Indian Education system are observed. Indian government has 

announced the lockdown and closure of educational institutions as a logical solution 

to enforce social distancing within communities. The nationwide lockdown has had a 

tremendous impact on the education system of the country, especially for students 

from rural areas. Since the Indian education system is dominated by classroom study, 

the present scenario has made the functioning of the educational institutions go very 

difficult.  

All educational activities like examinations, admissions, entrance tests of 

various universities and competitive examinations, others, are being held during this 

period. As the days are passing by with no immediate solution to stop this outbreak, 

the closure of schools and universities is hugely affecting the learning across the 

country. The structure of the Indian education system i.e. learning methodology, 

teaching techniques & assessment methodologies, is quite affected, resulting in a 

shift to online education with   Both teachers and students are facing many hurdles 

during online education. At home, a lack of basic facilities, external distraction and 

family interruption during teaching were major issues noticed. Educational institution 

support barriers such as the budget for purchasing advanced technologies, a lack of 
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training, a lack of technical support and a lack of clarity and direction were also 

noticed. Teachers also faced technical difficulties. The difficulties were grouped under 

a lack of technical support; it included a lack of technical infrastructure, limited 

awareness of online teaching platforms and security concerns. Teachers’ personal 

problems including a lack of technical knowledge, course integration with technology 

are damper their engagement in online teaching. 

             In this context, the CER has planned to organize a two-day National 

Webinar on “Managing the impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on the System of 

Education” on 9th & 10th July 2021 for realizing the objectives of the Centre, 

rethinking our roles and to prepare skilled, scholarly, and socially responsible 

professionals.   
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The Inaugural function of the National Webinar  (09.07.2021) was begins 

with Tamilthai Vazhthu followed by welcome address by Dr. R. Annadurai, 

Director i/c., Centre for Educational Research, Madurai Kamaraj 

University.  The Director of the Centre welcomed the gathering and gave brief 

introduction about the need for conduction this National Webinar. He also 

pointed out A total of 1.3 billion learners around the world were not able to 

attend schools or universities, and approximately 320 million learners are 

affected in India alone. It has changed the traditional education system to the 

educational technologies model in which teaching and assessments are 

conducted online. Both the positive and negative impacts of COVID-19 on 

Indian Education system are observed. Indian government has announced the 

lockdown and closure of educational institutions as a logical solution to enforce 

social distancing within communities. 

 

The Honourable Vice-chancellor of Madurai Kamaraj University           

Prof. M. Krishnan has delivered the inaugural address. In his inaugural 

address he pointed out, the structure of the Indian education system i.e. learning 

methodology, teaching techniques & assessment methodologies, is quite affected, 

resulting in a shift to online education with   Both teachers and students are facing many 

hurdles during online education. At home, a lack of basic facilities, external distraction and 

family interruption during teaching were major issues noticed. Educational institution 

support barriers such as the budget for purchasing advanced technologies, a lack of 

training, a lack of technical support and a lack of clarity and direction were also noticed. 

Teachers also faced technical difficulties. The difficulties were grouped under a lack of 

technical support; it included a lack of technical infrastructure, limited awareness of online 

teaching platforms and security concerns. Teachers’ personal problems including a lack of 

technical knowledge, course integration with technology are damper their engagement in 

online teaching. 
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Prof. K.Chellamani, Professor, School of Education, Pondicherry University, 

delivered Keynote Address. In her keynote address she mentioned about, Almost all 

nations have been affected due to the direct and the indirect effects of the virus and lives 

of millions of people have been changed, in many cases almost irrecoverably. Under these 

circumstances government imposed nation wise lockdown on March 25th, 2020 to combat 

COVID-19, has made severe impact on the education system. India has the world’s second 

largest school system, after China. According to UNESCO, 63 million teachers were 

affected in 165 countries as well as the other impacts on the system of Education in Indian 

scenario. 

Prof. A.Jahitha Begum, Professor & Head, Department of Education, 

Gandhigram Rural Institute  (Deemed to be University), Gandhigram offered 

felicitation address. In her felicitation address, she emphasis, how to manage the 

educational system in the post-scenario covid-19 and also mentioned the previous 

pandemic situations as well as the mitigations.  Dr.B.Kannan, Assistant Professor, 

Centre for Educational Research, MKU proposed vote of thanks. 
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The first Technical session (09.07.2021) was handled by Prof. 

K.Chellamani, Professor, School of Education, Pondicherry University on the topic 

of “Learning, Monitoring, Assessing: Issues and Concerns during 

Pandemic”.  In this session she explains about the Challenges arose due to the 

impact of physical distance between the instructor and the students, adaptations 
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resulting from the necessity of using technology for communicating with students, 

workload and time management issues, and the ongoing need to collect a variety 

of assessment data and provide feedback. 

 

 

The second Technical session (10.07.2021) was handled by Prof. 

A.Jahitha Begum, Professor & Head, Department of Education, Gandhigram Rural 

Institute  (Deemed to be University), Gandhigram on the topic of “Overcoming 

Educational Challenges in Covid-19”.  In this session she explains the various 

challenges during covid-19 in general and educational challenges in particular. 

She also mentioned about in order to understand how to support children, 

schools and parents during the COVID-19 pandemic, we want to hear from 

children and parents directly about the concerns they have, the challenges they 

face, but also how they think these issues can be solved. Only through such 

discussions and consultations can we get to know about the real needs of 

children, parents and teachers, and UNICEF make an effort to support the 

institutions of the system to respond to these needs, so that every child has 

access to quality, safe and inclusive education. 
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About 187 participants across country were participated and benefitted 

through this online seminar.  Some of the Participants were raise their queries 

and some of the participants were given their feedback about the webinar.  The 

second day session winded up with national anthem. Dr. R. Annadurai, Director 

of the Centre,  Dr.B.Kannan & Dr. M. Rajeshkumar, Assistant professors of the 

centre has arranged the programme. The Feedback were collected from the 

participants through the google form and the e-certificates were sent to them. 
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Ramanathapuram 

18 
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Madurai 
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